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"Perhaps somebody came from the Eastern Capita!/'
"Li Ming told me all about it this morning/' Po-chtieh
said, "He said his people were in a terrible state, and Cassia,
who was almost frightened to death, is still in bed. They
thought the runners had come from the Eastern Capital but,
this morning, they found it was your office,"
"I haven't been to the office for several days,'* Hsi-rnen
Ch'ing said. "I know nothing about it. As for Cassia, she
swore an oath that she would never have anything more to do
with Wang III. I don't believe she is so frightened that she is
still in bed."
Ying Po-chiieh caught the flicker of a smile about Hsi-rnen's
lips. "Brother," he said, "you almost took me in. Do tell me.
How did old Sun and Chu manage to escape? I can't believe
the runners are so careless when they arrest people. You had
a finger in the pie, somewhere. You evidently determined to
punish the sheep so as to teach the young horses a lesson. I
suppose you meant to frighten Cassia, and let her realise what
a powerful man you are. You wouldn't go so far as to arrest
her—that would have been too hard, so you treat one set of
people in one way and another set in another way. If old Sun
and Chu meet you, they won't know what to say for themselves.
It was a very clever move on your part, making a show of
repairing the bridge in one place and secretly posting your
soldiers in another. Without flattering you, Brother, I must
say it was a very clever scheme. A brilliant man never gives
himself away. If you had done this openly, there would be
nothing very remarkable about it. How deep you are, and how
you understand human nature!"
Hsi-men Ch'ing laughed softly. "There is nothing in that,"
he said.
"Surely someone gave you a hint?" Po-chtieh said. "You
would never have known so much about it otherwise. Why,
neither ghosts nor gods could ever have found it out.*1
"You dog," Hsi-men said, "if people don't wish things of
this sort to come out, they had better refrain from doing
them."
"Aren't you going to have Wang III before the court?"
"Why should I?" Hsi-m£n said. "When the case was first
J>rought to my notice, I crossed out the names of Wang III,

